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Facts about the call

Total amount available for granting:
DKK 50 million

Amount available per grant:
Up to DKK 7 million over up to 3 years

Call opens: Call closes:
1July 2026 1September 2026 CET

Applicant notification:

December 2026
Earliest start date: Latest start date:
1 February 2027 31 December 2027

Review committee:
International peer review

Contact:
E-mail: NNF-GSS@novo.dk
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1 Global Science Summit Programme
2026

1.1 Purpose

The purpose of the Global Science Summit Programme is to catalyse novel, interdisciplinary,
and collaborative science-based solutions, enabled by digital technologies and health data,
to current global challenges within cardiometabolic diseases (CMDs). The global burden of
CMDs is rising rapidly, yet substantial gaps persist in timely and relevant diagnosis,
consistent follow-up, and sustained adherence to treatment and risk-factor modification.
These gaps are amplified by fragmented health systems, limited integration across primary
and specialty care, and siloed chronic disease platforms. Furthermore, CMDs frequently
present as multi-morbid conditions, that often intersect with reproductive health and
infectious diseases, yet models of care rarely address these interactions holistically to ensure
continuity of care. A growing pipeline of new and innovative technologies is rapidly
emerging, offering significant potential to transform CMD detection and care if appropriately
developed, adapted, and evaluated.

1.2 Areas of support

We invite collaborative research proposals that contribute to advancing scalable, context-
sensitive solutions to improve early detection and sustained adherence to CMD care, while
leveraging innovations within novel technologies such as Al and digital tools. Importantly,
the proposed innovations should be at an intermediate stage of development, meaning that
they have moved beyond early-stage conceptualisation but are not yet fully mature or
deployed.

Projects should build on existing evidence on contextual barriers to detection and adherence
and test innovations that address one or more of the following challenges:
e How to detect CMDs earlier in high-risk individuals across the life course

e How to integrate screening and follow-up within existing service platforms



How to design patient-centred adherence strategies that account for behavioural,
socioeconomic, and gender-related barriers

How to establish or improve health system structures that improve treatment
adherence for multiple CMDs and their comorbidities

13 Eligibility

The programme supports collaborations between 2-3 research groups (the main applicant
plus 1-2 co-applicants). Proposals must demonstrate interdisciplinarity, contextual
understanding, and international engagement by including co-applicants from different
disciplines and potentially from different nations. Disciplines do not refer to the education or
formal position of the applicants, but rather their ongoing work expertise.

Guiding principles on eligibility include:

The Global Science Summit Programme seeks to actively engage researchers from
all over the world, but applicants must be established investigators and must be
employed at the administrating institution registered in the proposal for the duration
of the project.

The administrating institution/organisation must be able to accept and manage the
potential grant. Projects can be anchored at any type of non-profit research
organisation, including universities, hospitals, and other not-for profit organisations.
Collaboration with researchers in non-academic sectors is allowed, however
industrial partner(s) cannot receive direct funding through this programme.

The principal investigator (PI), who leads the project and submits the proposal, is
limited to one submission per call as the main applicant. However, co-applicants may
participate in multiple proposals, and a main applicant in one proposal may serve as a
co-applicant or collaborator in other proposals.

The proposal must contain all information requested in these guidelines and be submitted
via NORMA. Applications submitted by e-mail, without a hosting letter, or without an
attached budget will not be considered. Hosting letter must be kept short (1 page) and state
the acceptance to host the project and validate the eligibility criteria.

Please note that the application and all supporting materials must be submitted in English

1.4 Funding

A total of up to DKK 50 million is available for grants of up to DKK 7 million for projects
lasting up to 3 years.
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Applicants may apply for funding for the following types of expenses directly
related to the project:

1) Salary for people employed by or involved in the project, such as postdocs, PhD
students, researchers, staff scientists, consultants, technicians, etc. Researchers in
permanent positions will not receive funding for their own salary.

2) Tuition fees for PhD students.

3) Travel expenses in relation to the project, e.g., collaboration meetings, conferences,
workshops, and other travel expenses that are directly related to the project, e.g., for
experiments carried out in other labs for a limited period.

4) Publication of results originating from the project.

5) Communication and outreach in the form of conferences, books, articles, and other
dissemination directly related to the project.

6) Equipment required for the project.

7) Operating expenses: Direct expenses for developing, implementing, and operating the
project, including materials and equipment.

8) Consumables, materials, animals, services, etc., directly related to the project.

9) Bench fee: Support for individual researchers for the coverage of direct expenses
needed to conduct the research project (must be specified in the budget).

10) Administrative expenses (up to 5% of the applicant’s overall budget and included in the
budget) to cover administrative expenses directly related to the project.

Full Time Equivalent (FTE'er)

For each salary entry, please specify the FTE in years within the designated FTE field.
This will indicate the proportion of a full-time position that the project funding will
support for each year of the grant period. One full-time employee for one year equals
1.0 FTE.

Bench fee (not applicable to Danish universities)
Bench fee can be included in the budget for support of individual researchers to cover
expenses needed to conduct the proposed research.

Bench fee is calculated per academic employee actively working on the project
[eligible to apply for salary]. It may only be used for expenses related to the research
project which cannot be included within another individual budget category. Bench
fee may account for a maximum of DKK 8,000 per month per FTE. The budget must
specify the expenses covered by the bench fee, which may include:

e common or shared laboratory expenses and consumables

o laboratory utilities (electricity, gas, water)

e maintenance of essential equipment



e service contracts
e technicaland IT support

PLEASE NOTE that bench fee cannot cover rent, administrative support,
representation, social contributions etc. A valid bench fee policy in line with the
Foundation’s requirements must be available at the time of application, and this
official documentation from the administrating/co-applicant’s institution must be
provided upon request.

Project supplement for research grants: (Danish universities only)

The project supplement contributes to the coverage of indirect costs at Danish
universities, and replaces budget posts such as administrative costs, bench fee and
parental leave.

More information on the joint model for project supplement is found at Universities
Denmark’s website. Questions related to the project supplement should be directed to
the research support units at your university.

Administrative support (not applicable to Danish universities)
Administrative support may account for a maximum of 5% of the total budget and
must be included therein. The administrative support:
e can cover expenses such as for accounting, payment of salaries, purchasing,
hiring, as well as auditing and financial reporting on the project
e cannot cover administrative expenses that are not directly related to the
project
e canvia the host institution be shared between the institutions of the main- and
co-applicant(s), as detailed in the application budget
e |s not automatically included in the grant and must be stated/applied for in the
application budget but should not be specified in detail

The Foundation will not award funding for:

e Commercial activities

e Overhead/indirect costs (such as rent, electricity, water and maintenance)
e Double funding of projects:
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e Ifthe applicant has received funding for the proposed project from other
sources, in part or in full, this must be accounted for in the budget, as no
budgetary overlaps are allowed

e Ifanidentical or overlapping project proposal has been submitted to other
funding institutions than the Foundation, it must be noted in the application

e Ifthe applicant receives funding for the project, or parts of the project, from
other sources following submission of the application to the Foundation, the
Foundation must be informed immediately

e Ingeneral, grants and projects involving use of products where Novo Group
companies have a commercial interest (e.g. anti-obesity medications) must be in
accordance with the Foundation’s Guidelines for Philanthropic Collaboration with

NNF-Controlled Companies, as well as internal conflict of interest policies.

1.5 Language

The application and all additional materials must be submitted in English

1.6 Application process

Applications must be submitted using NNF's online application and grant management
system, NORMA.

When all applications have been assessed, applicants will be notified about whether they
have been awarded a grant. The notification e-mail will be sent from norma-
noreply@novo.dk to the e-mail address used when creating a profile in NORMA.

PLEASE NOTE: The Foundation does not provide feedback in case an application is declined.

1.7 Assessment criteria

Applications will be assessed based on:
e quality of the science
e novelty
o feasibility
¢ potential for delivering impact
e equity in reaching underserved populations
e contextual anchoring to target geography
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Projects will also be assessed on justified fit with the scope and ambition of this call,
including considerations of geographies where it is likely to deliver the largest impact and
value for people. The applicant and proposed team/collaborators will be assessed on their
experience, record, and ability to deliver on the proposed project in the relevant
geographies. External peer review will be used to assess and rank proposals.

The initial eligibility screening of the proposals may be assisted by Al. All decisions will be
made by humans.
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2 The application and grant management
system NORMA

2.1 Creating and submitting an application

The Foundation uses the application and grant management system NORMA:
https://norma.novonordiskfonden.dk

If you do not have a user profile in NORMA, you can create one by clicking Register on the
login page. The main applicant should only have one user profile. Please use your work e-mail
address for registration.

The registered user who submits an application will be legally responsible for the
truthfulness of the content of the application.

You can find guidance on how to create and submit an application at: NORMA Help Centre.

If you experience technical problems and cannot find a solution in the NORMA Help Centre,
please contact NORMA Support: norma-support@novo.dk.
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3 Application content

This section provides guidelines on the content required in the sections of the online
application form for this call. Detailed information about the different parts of the application
is available in NORMA.

3.1 Applicant

The Applicant tab relates to information about all those involved in an application, meaning
the main applicant or contact person applying on behalf of an organisation/institution as well
as any co-applicants.

Please note the following requirements:

e CV:Include a short bibliographic overview in your CV.

e Publication list: Include the up to 10 most relevant publications/contributions for
evaluating your merits. Include names of co-authors (up to 10) for each publication
with your own name highlighted.

e Summary of own research: Summarise your research focus and main
contributions and achievements relevant for the present application.

3.2 Co-applicant(s)

For this call, 1 or 2 co-applicants are required for the application. Co-applicants are expected
to actively participate in organising and implementing the project and should, consequently,
be allocated a share of the grant. The project description should clearly describe the role of
all co-applicants, and the budget should clearly indicate the co-applicants’ allocation of the
total budget. Co-applicants must be invited through NORMA and subsequently enter their
details in the system. Please follow the instructions in NORMA on how to invite co-applicants
to your application.

Please note that co-applicants can read, edit and upload information into the
application portal, but only the main applicant is able to submit the final application.



@

Inviting co-applicants can be time-consuming.
Please invite any co-applicant(s) as soon as possible and well
in advance of the submission deadline.

3.3 Institution

Please provide information about the institution where the grant will be administered. This
institution is where the main applicant will be employed during the grant period, and the
institution that will ultimately be responsible for administering and allocating the grant,
including budgeting, financial reporting and staff supported by the grant.

@

It can take up to five working days to register a new
administrating institution in NORMA.
The application cannot be submitted before the institution
has been registered.

3.4 Proposal

Describe the project using the fields in the Proposal tab.

Please note that a summary of the project description, including applicant name, may be
shared with potential external peer reviewers to determine their eligibility in reviewing the
application.

Project title
Please provide a short title for the project (maximum 150 characters, including spaces).

Brief project description

Please provide a brief stand-alone summary of the project including the target group,
planned activities, and justification of the interdisciplinary synergy in the project
(Maximum 2,000 characters, including spaces, line breaks and special characters).
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Project description
Please provide a complete and focused project description (maximum 10,000 characters,
including spaces). The project description should be clear, concretely describe the scope of
the project, and avoid unnecessary repetition from the brief project description. The project
description is expected to be developed and written jointly by the group of applicants,
clearly describing the role of each applicant.
The project description must provide:
e Adescription of the research idea, and how it fits the scope of the call.
e Clearly formulated hypotheses and details on work packages and methodologies
(existing or developing).
e Details on the role of each of the applicants including both scientific input and project
function (e.g., supervising students, access to resources).
e Expected impact of the project.

Abbreviations should be defined at their first use. The proposal should be comprehensible
to individuals with a strong academic background that may not specialize in your research
area.

lllustration uploads
A maximum of four illustrations can be uploaded here.

The following file formats for illustrations are accepted in the system: JPG, JPEG, PNG and
BMP. The maximum accepted size for each illustration is 50 MB and 1050*1550 pixels.

Literature references
Please provide the reference information for the literature cited in the project description
(maximum 8,000 characters, including spaces, line breaks and special characters).

Lay project description

Please provide a brief summary in lay language. If the application is awarded a grant, the text
may be used for publication (maximum 1,000 characters, including spaces, line breaks and
special characters).

3.5 Budget

Enter the project grant period, and the budget template will become available.

Only budget information submitted via the Budget tab will be considered in the review
process. Any additional budget information attached under Appendices (or any other tabs)
will not be considered.
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3.6 Appendices

All uploads must be in PDF format. NORMA automatically places these uploads at the end of
the application. Appendices other than those specified here are not permitted and will not be
included in the evaluation.

¢ Hostingletter: a signed letter of commitment from the international host institution
which assumes the responsibility to host the project as well as administering the

grant and validate the eligibility criteria (1 page maximum).

Please DO NOT attach other appendices such as recommendations, support letters from
collaborators, quotes for equipment, etc.

Please Note NNF may request additional information and documentation.



